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ISAT Content Validity 
 
 
The Question:  Do the ISAT assessment tests have content validity? 
 
The Importance of the Matter:  Statewide assessment tests must be valid and measure what they 
are intended to measure.  Content validity is not an either-or determination but is, instead, a 
matter of degree and sufficiency of documentation.  Content validity is directly tied to the 
purposes of the tests. 
 
Methodology of Research:  This study had three components:  (1) review existing content 
validity documentation; (2) collect additional documentation as needed; and (3) review mapping 
of items to Content Standards.  Documents were obtained primarily from NWEA but also from 
the Department of Education and the State Board of Education.  All reviews were conducted by 
HumRRO staff. 
 
In addition, an original item mapping classification study was conducted to determine how well 
the on-grade level items plus the adaptive items represented the continuum of the four 
achievement levels (advanced, proficient, basic and below basic) and the distribution of items 
across the Reporting Goals.   
 
Synopsis of Findings:  The available NWEA-provided documentation supports the content 
validity of ISAT; however, there are gaps in the documentation and inconsistencies were 
identified.  The test blueprint is not in exact concordance with the adopted Content Standards, 
and the weighting of the items across Standards is unclear.  Other issues were identified: there 
are no item specifications to guide the work of item writers, and it was not clear how many items 
were attributable to Idaho writers; the content discussions during test item writing sessions were 
not adequately documented; field testing of new items can occur outside of Idaho and a few 
items on the test had poor statistical properties.   
 
NWEA initially created the ISAT from the assessment structure that was available at the time. 
The end result is that the test results are displayed in terms of “Reporting Goals” which are not 
necessarily synonymous with the Idaho Content Standards.  This confuses interpretation of test 
results. 
 
The mapping study revealed that the items are performing reasonably and measuring students 
across the four levels of achievement and across the “Reporting Goals.”  The on-grade level and 
adaptive portions of the test are functioning as intended by NWEA. 
 
Specifications for quality assurance were not available. 
 
Implications for Future Direction:  Content validity can be strengthened through better alignment 
of the test blueprint and the Content Standards, creation of specific item specifications, and better 
documentation of future item writing, reviewing, and selection processes.  Proper field testing of 
new items and the consistent use of statistical analyses in evaluating item and test quality should 
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be required.  Items should always be properly distributed across the achievement levels and the 
Content Standards.   
 
These changes can and should be implemented immediately and reflected in all future item 
development operations.  Quality assurance steps should be specified for all steps in the test 
development, scoring, and reporting stages. 
 
Additional resources will be needed to address these concerns. 
 
Report:  Idaho Standards Achievement Test:  Review of Northwest Evaluation Association 
Content Validity Documentation, Task 3.0.1 
 
Report:  Idaho Standards Achievement Test:  Review of Evidence of Content Validity, Task 
3.0.2 
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